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districts and notify the householder that he must air the house, etc., the 
next day. (5) The next day, and until further orders from the health 
officer, the inspectors again visit each house in their district and see 
that this order is being complied with, reporting for penalty those that 
are not complying. In general, a norther lasts three days, and it is be- 
lieved that six days' aeration under proper conditions is sufficient, but 
the computation of expense, etc., is based on ten days' inspection. 

For Franklin and Plaquemine the ordinance reads : "All houses not 
already sufficiently aired." This is because yellow fever was very gen- 
eral in these places, and it was judged wise not to exempt any house 
from aeration. About one-thirdor one-half of the houses in Franklin 
have been aired, and a considerable, but less, proportion in Plaque- 
mine — 4,500 population in each place. In Houma and Donaldsonville, 
where there was much less yellow fever, the houses are " designated " 
from the physicians' lists and common report, and in the latter place 
is to include all of the Italian quarters, where there was considerable 
fever. All these places are in the sugar district and, as I said in a 
previous report, would do nothing until the grinding season is over. 
This is about closed now. 

At Franklin and at Houma it was necessary, absolutely necessary, 
for the Service to undertake the work of inspection above outlined. Of 
these places, the first had been through a long epidemic and quaran- 
tine and was pecuniarily exhausted. The second required only one 
inspection, about $20, and nothing would be done if the matter were 
left to the council. The locations of these towns, Houma especially, 
close to the gulf and about 6 or 8 feet above its level, renders them 
sources of considerable danger, more, I think, than any other in the 
State. The expense will not exceed $250. 

At the other places, no expense is incurred by the Service. Although 
nearly all of these places had been visited by me in early November, no 
steps had been taken anywhere to institute systematic work. . The 
health authorities evince every disposition to pass the ordinances 
required to render this work effective, but it has required at times con- 
siderable argument to induce them to take measures to enforce them, 
and it will be advisable to revisit these places from time to time for the 
purpose of giving advice, and, in the case of Franklin, for supervision. 

At Baton Eouge, which I visited the latter part of October to insti- 
tute this same system, aeration has been carried out with as much thor- 
oughness as the board is able to enforce. The same is true of all places 
not in the sugar district — Bovie, Lutcher, "Wilson, Clinton, St. Francis- 
ville, and other places in East Feliciana, and, I presume, Alexandria 
and also at Delogny and Centiguas plantations, Hester and Belle Terre, 
which were in the sugar district. At all of these places the work of 
disinfection, chemical or by aeration, is completed. 

Harveys Canal and Gretna, which were visited by Dr. Clark in 
November for this purpose, will be revisited to-morrow. 

Eespectfully, yours, H. B. Carter, 

Swgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Alabama. 

Mobile, Ala., January 20, 1899. 
Sir :- 1 have the honor to report lhat the patient (E. W.) reported as 
suffering with smallpox on the 13th, admitted, when he reached the 
pesthouse, that he had been in contact with the man from Selma who 
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was reported on January 6. Thus I beg to release baled cotton from 
the implied charge of infecting him. 

On the 18th, F. V., colored, male, who lately came here from Hale 
County, broke out with an eruption, and, hearing that he had been 
reported to the health officer as a case of smallpox, left the city before 
the health officer could visit him, returning to Newbern, Hale County. 
Due report was made to the local and county authorities. The disease 
has existed in Hale County for several months, but no defined actjon 
has been instituted by the commissioners. 

On the 19th instant 4 females, colored, were sent to the pesthouse, 2 
grown women aud 2 children, from a house on Conception street which 
had harbored the man from Selma, reported on January 6. One woman 
had the eruption, the others had fever and pains. There is reason to 
believe all suffered with smallpox, if the 3 lacked eruption it will be 
supplied in due time. 

From reports received from F. S. Webb, M. D., of Calvert, Ala., I 
learn that he has had 4 white and 6 colored cases at and near Calvert 
since December 10, with no deaths. He has vaccinated over 600 persons 
and disinfected 120 houses during the past two months. As no case has 
occurred in the past three weeks, Dr. Webb feels confident the southern 
part of Washington County is free from the pest. 

There were 2 deaths in negroes in the southern part of Clarke County 
during the holidays, and a general prevalence of the disease in the 
county is reported. I have been unable to procure definite figures. 

In view, or in consequence, of the fact that smallpox has existed in 
Alabama for the past three years, first introduced from New Orleans ; 
second from Memphis, and third from Pensacola; and that perhaps 
40,000 people have suffered with the disease (some whites, several doc- 
tors, and some valuable lives lost) during that time. State Health 
Officer Sanders has had two bills introduced into the legislature (now 
in session), one empowering the county commissioners to quarantine 
the disease, and one to prohibit unvaccinated children from attending 
schools. * * * 

There is good reason to believe that there has been no Cuban small- 
pox in this State. 

This city and county are seriously taxed by the expense of caring for 
tramp smallpox cases, and an increased expense is to be expected from 
the Mardi Gras festivities. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. D. Murray, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in New Haven, Conn. 

New Haven, Conn., January 16, 1899. 
Sir : In compliance with the resolutions adopted by the National 
Conference of State and Provincial Boards of Health at Toronto, 1886, 
and Washington, 1837, it becomes my duty to inform you that 2 cases 
of smallpox exist at New Haven, in the county of New Haven, in the 
State of Connecticut. The persons sick are two young women. The 
origin of the disease is from New Durham, N. J. The measures taken 
to restrict are vaccination and isolation. 

Very respectfully, C. A. Lindsley, 

Secretary, Connecticut State Board of Health. 



